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Saint Anthony ◊ Saint Edward ◊ Church of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Coordinator : Michael Murphy 

Editors: Ailsa Ferland, Paige Gaboury, Gian Perrotta 

Spring/Summer 2016 

The Youth Ministry of Saint Anthony, Saint Edward, and the Church of the Presentation of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary is an engaging and welcoming community for its youth and friends that: surrounds them 

with an unconditional love that fosters genuine relationships, anchors them in the joys and traditions of 

the Christian faith, and energizes and equips them to extend the love of Christ to the world.   

The Youth Ministry program 

is continuing to do great 

things. Over the past four 

months, we’ve completed 

our first box city in the St. 

Anthony courtyard, and held 

our second annual Easter Egg 

Hunt under the leadership of 

Michael Murphy. In addition, 

a few youth members and 

chaperones ventured to the 

Convention Center for a 

Providence Bruins game, and 

member Gian Perrotta led a 

clothing drive for the kids 

visited on the Guatemala 

mission last summer. We 

look forward to growing clos-

er as a group this summer, 

welcoming new and old 

members to a field day at 

Notte Park, as well as a trip 

to McCoy Stadium for a Paw-

Sox game. In the upcoming 

months we will also volun-

teer at the St. Anthony Feast 

and our local farm to send 

fresh produce to the less 

fortunate in this community.  
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2016 Easter Egg Hunt: 

The second annual Easter Egg Hunt was held on Saturday, March 26th. Children 

ranging from toddlers—age 8 were led by Youth Ministry members and Catholic 

School volunteers in a hunt for candy filled eggs. Those not searching for eggs were 

invited to entertain themselves with our coloring table, Simon says station, and pin 

the tail on the Easter bunny activity. These other activities were also run by our 

volunteers. Every child left with a bag full of candy they had collected, and great 

memories to share during the Easter season.  

Providence Bruins Game—Faith & Family Night: 

Youth Ministry members Leah, Rob, David, Gian and Paige, accompanied 

by Michael Murphy and his wife Amy, attended the Providence Bruins’ 

tilt against the Portland Pirates.  The Bruins suffered a 3-2 loss over the 

Pirates. The Faith & Family night at the Dunkin’ Donuts Center brought 

many communities including our own to an action packed minor league 

hockey game.  Each participant in the evening received a free Providence 

Bruins hat along with popcorn and a drink. Even though our team lost we 

still enjoyed our evening together  

Congratulations, Gian! 

This year one of our leadership team members, Gian Per-

rotta, was the recipient of the St. Timothy award for excel-

lence, a national award for youth ministry. There was a 

mass held March 13th, at The Cathedral of Saints Peter and 

Paul, in Providence. The award was presented to him and 

nineteen others at a ceremony after this mass. 

Clothing Drive for the Village of Rosario: 

Throughout the season of Lent Youth Ministry member Gian 

Perrotta conducted a clothing drive for the children in the Village 

of Rosario.  The intent was to gather summer clothing to send to 

the young children in the Village. With the help of all members 

of Youth Ministry and some Confirmation II candidates, the 

clothing drive took off. We were very successful in running this 

clothing drive collecting approximately 1,200 articles of cloth-

ing.  All of the clothing has been sorted and we will soon be pre-

paring the items to ship to the children.  
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Box city was held on January 30th, 2016. Ten of youth ministry members slept outside in the St. Anthony courtyard for the night 

to raise awareness for homeless youth in Rhode Island. We each brought in and decorated our own boxes to sleep in for the 

night. After we decorated, we watched a movie called The Human Experience. It followed the journey of a few young men as 

they searched for their purpose in the world. They explored different lifestyles across the globe, and learned to treat people as 

equals no matter how they looked or what living situation they were in. Ken H. a former chromic homeless man came and spoke 

to us about his life as a homeless man.  Every participant was affected in some way by the Box City experience.  

Reflections from Box City 

Allison Jasper: "Box City made me realize that you don't have to have expensive things to make you happy, and to make the best 

out of every situation."  

Ailsa Ferland: "Box City made me realize that I don't want to be someone who ignores major problems like homelessness, be-

cause a person is a person.. People help each other, it's what life is all about!  

Gian Perrotta: "Box City showed me how the struggles that the homeless people go through is not easy"  

David Perez: "Box City showed me that people will sleep under horrible conditions since they have no place else to go."  

Mary Grande: "Box City helped further open my eyes to the plight homeless people face. It was a beautiful experience and I am 

so proud of all who participated!  
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Youth Ministry Spotlight: Mary Grande 

Mary Grande is one of our senior member of the Youth Ministry Team.  Mary is a grad-

uate of Mount Saint Charles Academy and the University of Rhode Island.  While at URI 

Mary majored in  Wildlife & Conservation Biology.  She graduated Suma Cum Laude.  

She has interned with RI Natural History Survey and DEM Fish and Wildlife. In the Fall 

Mary will be attending Brown University for her Masters Degree in teaching.  Mary has 

been an instrumental part of our youth ministry program.  She is also a regular Sunday 

Participant in our Mobile Outreach Program at Saint Anthony.  She also went on a Mis-

sion trip to Mustard Seed Communities in Nicaragua.  Mary has also been asked to 

chaperon a trip to Steubenville this summer. Mary hobbies include birding, kayaking, 

hiking, archery, environmental education, and music (guitar and flute). 

Date Event Location Time 

Thursday, June 16, 2016 Youth Ministry Gathering St. Anthony Parish Center 7:00 PM 

Wednesday, June 22, 2016 Youth Ministry Gathering St. Anthony Parish Center 7:00 PM 

Friday, June 24, 2016 PawSox Night McCoy Stadium  7:00 PM 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 Youth Ministry Gathering St. Anthony Parish Center 7:00 PM 

Wednesday, July 27, 2016 Youth Ministry Gathering St. Anthony Parish Center 7:00 PM 

Sunday, July 31, 2016 Youth Ministry Outing Notte Park TBA 

Thursday, August 11, 2016 Youth Ministry Gathering St. Anthony Parish Center 7:00 PM 

Saturday, August 13, 2016 Kayak Trip   TBA 

Wednesday, August 24, 2016 Youth Ministry Gathering St. Anthony Parish Center 7:00 PM 

Youth Ministry Coordinator: Michael Murphy 

Office: 401-353-5216 

Email: youthministry@saintanthonychurch.org 

Website: http://saintanthonychurch.org/76 

A Glance Ahead 


